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For the 35th anniversary issue of Carolina Planning, 
we have selected a timely topic: “urban greening” – or 
the promotion of environmental sustainability through 
urban design.  While the real estate development world 
has been abuzz about “green building” for decades, we 
have noticed a different trend in recent years: a renewed 
focus on the space in between the buildings.  
For instance, the U.S. Green Building Council in 2007 
introduced its Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) rating system for Neighborhood 
Development, which awards points for brownfield 
redevelopment, wetland conservation, habitat restoration, 
connectivity, tree-shaded streets, local food production, 
and other environmental considerations in new real estate 
developments.  Moreover, several recent sessions at both 
the national and North Carolina chapter conferences of 
the American Planning Association spotlighted urban 
greening practices.
To provide inspiration and how-to examples for 
green urban design projects in North Carolina, we have 
assembled a collection of articles written by professional 
and academic planning experts.  Christopher De Sousa 
of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee introduces the 
importance of urban greening and the value to cities of 
adapting brownfields into parks.  Planners from the Chapel 
Hill, N.C. office of Clarion Associates then describe 
the legal and regulatory challenges of implementing 
tree protection ordinances.  Next, Robert Bush, AICP, 
summarizes the process of measuring greenway usage in 
Cary, N.C., outlining key steps that other communities 
may wish to follow.
Each year, Carolina Planning features the work of 
several members of the North Carolina chapter of the 
American Planning Association.  In this current issue, we 
recognize four communities that successfully integrated 
water resource management into urban sustainability 
efforts.  Karen Cragnolin (Asheville) introduces the 
article with her thoughts on the pressing need for water 
conservation and management in our state.  Susan Moffat 
Thomas (New Bern) describes the connections between 
riverwalks and downtown redevelopment in coastal cities. 
James Gordon and Will Wilhelm (Mecklenburg County) 
convey how stream restoration supports Huntersville’s 
greening efforts.  James Brantley (Raleigh) wraps up by 
highlighting the historical, cultural and environmental 
significance of Raleigh’s Walnut Creek Wetland Center.
Next, Robin Moore, Professor of Landscape 
Architecture at N.C. State University, discusses the 
significant role that urban design plays in childhood 
development.  And finally, an excerpt from an interview 
with Tom Murphy, former mayor of Pittsburgh and a 
current fellow at the Urban Land Institute, concludes our 
feature articles.
We also publish excerpts from the Best Master’s 
Project of 2009, continuing our long-standing tradition of 
recognizing exceptional graduate student work.  This year’s 
paper, by Jun Huh, analyzes the potential environmental 
effects of the Songpa new town development in South 
Korea.
Finally, current master’s degree students in the UNC-
Chapel Hill Department of City and Regional Planning 
report back on hot topics from the past year, with a round-
up of campus and Research Triangle-area events and 
reviews of the latest planning literature.
We hope that you will enjoy this issue of Carolina 
Planning.  As we embark on our 36th year of integrating 
planning theory and practice, we thank you for your 
enthusiastic readership and continued support.
